
Philippians Philippians ––pppp
Above the CircumstancesAbove the Circumstances!!
Phil 2 5Phil 2 5 1111Phil 2:5Phil 2:5--1111
The Way Up is DownThe Way Up is Down

Just don’t burn the map!Just don’t burn the map!Just don t burn the map!Just don t burn the map!



Above the Circumstances!Above the Circumstances!
Phil 2:5Phil 2:5--1111The Way Up Is DownThe Way Up Is Down

The Way Down The Way Down -- Humiliation (vs. 5Humiliation (vs. 5--8)8)
–– The Imitation of Christ (vs. 5)The Imitation of Christ (vs. 5)

The heart made new by Christ longs to be like ChristThe heart made new by Christ longs to be like ChristThe heart made new by Christ longs to be like ChristThe heart made new by Christ longs to be like Christ
Christ’s humility: the example to imitateChrist’s humility: the example to imitate

John 13:14John 13:14--1515
I Peter 2:21I Peter 2:21--2323
I John 2:6I John 2:6



Above the Circumstances!Above the Circumstances!
Phil 2:5Phil 2:5--1111The Way Up Is DownThe Way Up Is Down

The Way Down The Way Down -- Humiliation (vs. 5Humiliation (vs. 5--8)8)
–– The Imitation of Christ (vs. 5)The Imitation of Christ (vs. 5)

The Humbling of the Incarnation (vs 6 7)The Humbling of the Incarnation (vs 6 7)–– The Humbling of the Incarnation (vs. 6,7)The Humbling of the Incarnation (vs. 6,7)
…being in very nature God……being in very nature God…

Jesus was, is and ever shall be God!Jesus was, is and ever shall be God!,,
……the mystery of godlinessthe mystery of godliness (I Tim 3:16)(I Tim 3:16)

Jesus was not, but came to be and forever is man!Jesus was not, but came to be and forever is man!
did t id lit ith G d thi t bdid t id lit ith G d thi t b……did not consider equality with God a thing to bedid not consider equality with God a thing to be
grasped … made Himself nothinggrasped … made Himself nothing……
II Cor 8:9 became ‘poor’II Cor 8:9 became ‘poor’
The only human being in the world who had the The only human being in the world who had the 
right to demand his rights, waived themright to demand his rights, waived them



Above the Circumstances!Above the Circumstances!
Phil 2:5Phil 2:5--1111The Way Up Is DownThe Way Up Is Down

The Way Down The Way Down -- Humiliation (vs. 5Humiliation (vs. 5--8)8)
–– The Imitation of Christ (vs. 5)The Imitation of Christ (vs. 5)

The Humbling of the Incarnation (vs 6 7)The Humbling of the Incarnation (vs 6 7)–– The Humbling of the Incarnation (vs. 6,7)The Humbling of the Incarnation (vs. 6,7)
–– The Humbling of the Cross (vs. 8)The Humbling of the Cross (vs. 8)

Death by crucifixionDeath by crucifixionyy
Became sin for us, became cursed for usBecame sin for us, became cursed for us

II Cor 5:21; Gal 3:13II Cor 5:21; Gal 3:13



Above the Circumstances!Above the Circumstances!
Phil 2:5Phil 2:5--1111The Way Up Is DownThe Way Up Is Down

The Way Down The Way Down -- Humiliation (vs. 5Humiliation (vs. 5--8)8)
–– The Imitation of Christ (vs. 5)The Imitation of Christ (vs. 5)

The Humbling of the Incarnation (vs 6 7)The Humbling of the Incarnation (vs 6 7)–– The Humbling of the Incarnation (vs. 6,7)The Humbling of the Incarnation (vs. 6,7)
–– The Humbling of the Cross (vs. 8)The Humbling of the Cross (vs. 8)

Down Leads UpDown Leads Up –– Exaltation (vs. 9Exaltation (vs. 9--11)11)Down Leads Up Down Leads Up Exaltation (vs. 9Exaltation (vs. 9 11)11)
God opposes the proud and lifts up the humbleGod opposes the proud and lifts up the humble
I Peter 5:5,6I Peter 5:5,6
Th b th i t i d !Th b th i t i d !The way up, above the circumstances, is down! The way up, above the circumstances, is down! 
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Reflection and Application Reflection and Application 
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Reflection and Application Reflection and Application –– Litany of HumilityLitany of Humility
Deliver me, Jesus from the need to be…Deliver me, Jesus from the need to be…

LovedLoved
ExtolledExtolled
HonoredHonored

Chosen above othersChosen above others
ConsultedConsulted
ApprovedApproved

PraisedPraised
pppp
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Reflection and Application Reflection and Application –– Litany of HumilityLitany of Humility
Deliver me, Jesus from the need to be…Deliver me, Jesus from the need to be…

LovedLoved
ExtolledExtolled
HonoredHonored

Chosen above othersChosen above others
ConsultedConsulted
ApprovedApproved

PraisedPraised
pppp

Deliver me, Jesus from the fear of being…Deliver me, Jesus from the fear of being…
HumiliatedHumiliated
DespisedDespised
RebukedRebuked

ForgottenForgotten
RidiculedRidiculed
WrongedWrongedRebukedRebuked

SlanderedSlandered
WrongedWronged
SuspectedSuspected


