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HEROD'S TEMPLE COMPLEX IN THE TIME OF JESUS

When the Gospels and the book of Acts refer to entenng the semple or teaching
1 the temple, it & often not a reference to Herod's temple itself, but rather

10 this temple complex, Including a number of courts and chambers that
surrounded the temple, These latter structures were the great and wonderful
buitdngs refeed to by the disoiples in Matt, 24:1; Mark 13132,

The Sanhedrin came out to teach the
peaple from the Scriptures on this termace
{Hb. hel) during the Feasts of Passover and
Tabernadles. & may have been here that
the 12-year-okd Jesus was found by his
parents, “sitting among the teachers,
fstering to them and asking them
questions” (Luke 2:46).

The Chamber of Hewn
Stone housed the
Sanhedrin counil until
€ AD, 30,

The soray (a low, latticed screen o raiing)
separated the temple counts from the Coun of
the Gentiles, prohibiting Gentiles or non-purfied
Tews from entry. Even Herod himeself was unable
10 pass this point. Some inerpreters believe that
Paul aluded 1o this railrg when he poke of
“the civicing wall of hostlity" abalshed by Christ
(Eph. Z:14).

The altar of bum sacrifices stood in the Temple
Court. To the west of 2 t00d the brass kaver
{for prestly washings) and 1o the north the
place of ritual animal slaughter

Hered's Temple

Temple Complex Architectural Plan
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The Chamber of the Hearth ws the buiding (mimE) LU‘,

which housed priests who served when their
division was an duty (cf. Zechariah in Luke 1:8).

The Nicancr Gate divided the weestem Court of the Israelites
(iwhere Jewish men could cbserve temple proceedings) from
the eastern Coutt of the Women, Women were alowed to
stand in the southem side of the Nicanor Gate and watch as
saorifices for ther purification were made (Luke 2:22-24).

The Chamber of the Lepers was where
procedures for lepers who had been healed
were handled (cf, Matt. 8:4; Mark 1:44;
Luke 5:14)

Each of the four massive bimpstands
(85 feet/26 m high) in the Court of
the Women had a ladder by which
to reach the four golden bewks to
peovide lighting at night

savasizened #

These colonnades contained 13 trumpet-shaped
s into which le put their monetary offerings
(ct Luke 21:1-4); this was called “the treasury” (see
Mark 12:41; Jobn 8:20). The chief priests did not
allow Judas's blood maney 10 be put in the treasury
(Matt, 27:6)

Easter Gate

The Court of the Women was 3 233 feet/71 m square courtyard, capable of
hokding up 10 6,000 worshipers at 3 time, Its name does not indicate that it
was restricted to women, but that they were not permitted 0 enter further into
the temple courts. Their presence was normally restiicted to the bakonies abawe
the colornadzs. In this court, the infant Jesus was met by Simean and Anna the.
The Chamber of the Nazirites s where a prophetess (Luke 2:25-38).
Nazirite would bring his sacrifices upon

completion of his vow.
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HEROD'S TEMPLE COMPLEX IN THE TIME OF JESUS

When the Gospels and the book of Acts refer to entenng the semple or teaching
1 the temple, it & often not a reference to Herod's temple itself, but rather

10 this temple complex, Including a number of courts and chambers that
surrounded the temple, These latter structures were the great and wonderful
buitdngs refeed to by the disoiples in Matt, 24:1; Mark 13132,

The Sanhedrin came out to teach the
peaple from the Scriptures on this termace
{Hb. hel) during the Feasts of Passover and
Tabernadles. & may have been here that
the 12-year-okd Jesus was found by his
parents, “sitting among the teachers,
fstering to them and asking them
questions” (Luke 2:46).

The Chamber of Hewn
Stone housed the
Sanhedrin counil until
€ AD, 30,

The soray (a low, latticed screen o raiing)
separated the temple counts from the Coun of
the Gentiles, prohibiting Gentiles or non-purfied
Tews from entry. Even Herod himeself was unable
10 pass this point. Some inerpreters believe that
Paul aluded 1o this railrg when he poke of
“the civicing wall of hostlity" abalshed by Christ
(Eph. Z:14).

The altar of bum sacrifices stood in the Temple
Court. To the west of 2 t00d the brass kaver
{for prestly washings) and 1o the north the
place of ritual animal slaughter

Hered's Temple

Temple Complex Architectural Plan
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The Chamber of the Hearth ws the buiding (mimE) LU‘,

which housed priests who served when their
division was an duty (cf. Zechariah in Luke 1:8).

The Nicancr Gate divided the weestem Court of the Israelites
(iwhere Jewish men could cbserve temple proceedings) from
the eastern Coutt of the Women, Women were alowed to
stand in the southem side of the Nicanor Gate and watch as
saorifices for ther purification were made (Luke 2:22-24).

The Chamber of the Lepers was where
procedures for lepers who had been healed
were handled (cf, Matt. 8:4; Mark 1:44;
Luke 5:14)

Each of the four massive bimpstands
(85 feet/26 m high) in the Court of
the Women had a ladder by which
to reach the four golden bewks to
peovide lighting at night

savasizened #

These colonnades contained 13 trumpet-shaped
s into which le put their monetary offerings
(ct Luke 21:1-4); this was called “the treasury” (see
Mark 12:41; Jobn 8:20). The chief priests did not
allow Judas's blood maney 10 be put in the treasury
(Matt, 27:6)

Easter Gate

The Court of the Women was 3 233 feet/71 m square courtyard, capable of
hokding up 10 6,000 worshipers at 3 time, Its name does not indicate that it
was restricted to women, but that they were not permitted 0 enter further into
the temple courts. Their presence was normally restiicted to the bakonies abawe
the colornadzs. In this court, the infant Jesus was met by Simean and Anna the.
The Chamber of the Nazirites s where a prophetess (Luke 2:25-38).
Nazirite would bring his sacrifices upon

completion of his vow.
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